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can use grander language, and confessing my readi-
ness to admit error whenever they can point to a
single fact attainable by the pure reason, I must
keep to the humbler path. I speak of the moral in-
stincts as of others, simply from the point of view of
experience: I cannot myself discover a single truth
from the abstract principle of non-contradiction; and
am content to take for granted that the world exists
as we know it to exist, without seeking to deduce its
peculiarities by any high a priori road.

Upon this assumption, the question really resolves
itself into a different one. We can neither explain nor
justify the existence of pain; but, of course, we can
ask whether, as a matter of fact, pain predominates
over pleasure; and we can ask whether, as a matter
of fact, the " cosmic processes " tend to promote or
discourage virtuous conduct. Does the theory of the
u struggle for existence " throw any new light upon
the general problem ? I am quite unable to see, for
my own part, that it really makes any difference :
evil exists; and the question whether evil pre-
dominates over good, can only, I should say, be
decided by an appeal to experience. One source of
evil is the conflict of interests. Every beast preys
upon others; and man, according to the old saying, is
a wolf to man. All that the Darwinian or any other
theory can do is, to enable us to trace the con-